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O  pposition to Prop. 1 Swells  
Contrary to a recent city-wide email from Mayor Becker’s office claiming there was no organized opposition to 
Proposition 1, hundreds of citizens have raised concerns through the internet about the location, timing,  
funding, expense, and need for the new public safety building.

F r o m  a  f e w  e m a il s  a  w e e k  a g o  e x p r e s s i n g  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  c ity ’ s  m e s s a g e s  t o  c iti z e n s  in  a  $ 7 5,000 
c a m p a i g n  t o  s o li cit p o s iti v e  v o t e s  f or  t h e  p r oj e ct, t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  c iti z e n s  h a s  s n o w b a ll e d  int o  a n  
a m a z i n g  c r y  f or  ‘ H ol d  O n ’  u n til w e  h a v e  a  b e tt e r  u n d e r st a n d i n g  o f  th e  p l a n s . 

At  i s s u e  a r e  t h e  m i x e d  m e s s a g e s  e m a n a ti n g  fr o m  C it y  H a ll. F o r  e x a m p l e ,  th e  P u b li c  S a f et y  B u il di n g  
F A Q s  s a y :  “B a r ri n g  a n y  u n f o r e s e e n  a n d  u n a n ti ci p at e d  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  th e  p r ef e rr e d  l o c a ti o n  o f  t h e  
B a r n e s  B a n k  Bl o c k  is  w h e r e  t h e  n e w  P u b li c  S a f et y  B uil di n g  a n d  E m e r g e n c y  O p e r a ti o n s  C e n t e r  w ill b e  
b u ilt.” B ut  a t  c o m m u n it y  c o u n c il p r e s e n t ati o n s ,  c it y  r e p r e s e n t ati v e s  s a y  “pr ef e rr e d  l o c a ti o n” m e a n s  t h e  
p u b li c  w ill h a v e  a  v o i c e  in  d e c i di n g  th e  p r o p e r  l o c a ti o n  a n d  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  b u il di n g .  

W h il e  it is  c l e a r  t h at  S a lt L a k e  C it y  r e si d e n t s  a r e  in  f a v o r  o f  p r o v i di n g  a n  E m e r g e n c y  O p e r a ti o n s  C e n t e r  
( E O C )  f or  o u r  P o li c e ,  F ir e  a n d  S e c u rit y  p e r s o n n e l, it i s  n o t  c l e a r  th at  th e  c u r r e nt  p l a n  is  th e  m o s t  c o s t  
e ff e cti v e  c h o i c e  n o r  t h at  it is  t h e  b e s t  s it e  o p ti o n  f or  t h e  n e w  E O C .  
T h e  c it y  r e q uir e d  t h e  L e o n a r d o  t o  d e s c ri b e  e v e r y  n u a n c e ,  e v e r y  b o lt, e v e r y  p r o g r a m m a ti c  d e t a il b e f o r e  
t h e  C it y  w o u l d  r el e a s e  th eir b o n d  m o n e y  fli e s  in  t h e  f a c e  o f  a s k i n g  u s  r el e a s e  t o  $ 1 2 5  m illi o n  ( a b o ut  $ 5 5  
m illi o n  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  li br a r y  b o n d)  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b li c  h a s   d e t a il s  in  p l a c e .  T h e  d o u b l e  st a n d a r d  i s  
n o t a b l e .  T h e  p u b li c  is  u n a w a r e  t h at  l o w e r  c o s t  o p ti o n s  a r e  a v a il a b l e  a n d  t h at  b u il di n g  th e  E O C  E a s t  o f  
L i b r a r y  s q u a r e  is  th e  r e s ult o f  d e s tr u cti v e  u r b a n  p l a n n i n g  t h at  w o u l d  c a u s e  s o c i al, v i s u a l  a n d  a e s t h eti c  
f all o ut . L ibr a r y  S q u a r e  a n d  it s  l a n d s c a p e d  p a r k  w e r e  p l a n n e d ,  d e s i g n e d  a n d  b u ilt t o  t a k e  t h e  g r e a t e st  
p o s s i bl e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  th e  m a g n i fic e nt  v i e w s  o f  t h e  W a s a t c h  F r o nt  a n d  it s  m o u n t a i n s .  F o ll o w i n g  a  h u g e  
p u b li c  o u t cr y  o v e r  t h e  d e c i si o n  t o  p u t  a  n e w  P u b li c  S a f et y  B uil di n g  o n  L i b r a r y  S q u a r e ,  a n  e q u a ll y  b a d  
c h o i c e  w a s  m a d e  f or  a  300 E a s t  l o c a ti o n .  
T h e  s e l e cti o n  p r o c e s s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  w it h  r e a l  tr a n s p a r e n c y  a n d  p u b li c  d i s c o u r s e  a n d  full 
disclosure of the possible alternative and yet lower cost options. S a lt L a k e  C it y  is  e n titl e d  t o  a n  
o p p o rt u nit y  f or  r e a l  c iti z e n  a n d  c o m m u n it y/n ei g h b o r h o o d  in v ol v e m e n t.
T h e  P u b li c  S a f et y  b o n d  w o u l d  c o s t  a p p r o x i m a t el y  $ 7 5  m o r e  a  y e a r  f or  t h e  o w n e r  o f  a  $ 2 50,000 h o m e .  It 
w o u l d  m e a n  $ 5 2 2  m o r e  p e r  y e a r  o n  a  $ 1  m illi o n  c o m m e r ci al  b u s i n e s s/pr o p e rty . 
W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  b o n d  p a s s e s  o r  f ail s  o n  N o v e m b e r  3r d ,  th e  c iti z e n s  o f  S a lt L a k e  C it y  n e e d  b e tt e r  
l e a d e r s hi p  a n d  p a rti ci p ati o n  in  t hi s  i m p o rt a nt  d e c i si o n .  S h o u l d  t h e  str u ct u r e  b e  b u ilt o n  300 E a s t, it w ill 
b e  a  r e s ult o f : 

 Mi s h a n d li n g  o f  th e  s it e  s e l e cti o n  p r o c e s s  

 I g n o ri n g  in c o m p a ti bility  o f  e m e r g e n c y  o p e r a ti o n s  a n d  L i b r a r y/L e o n a r d o  p u b li c  u s e  

 D e s tr u cti v e  u r b a n  p l a n n i n g  

 P o o r  s o c i al, v i s u a l, a n d  a e s t h e ti c  j u d g m e n t  

Citizens for Better Leadership and Planning is calling for the elimination of the 300 East location from 
consideration for the new Public Safety compound, a the new and transparent selection process, consideration 
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of other alternate sites already identified, and a more cost-effective solution for an Emergency Operations 
Center that places less tax burden on the average Salt Lake resident and small business.
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