Gay Mormons Applaud LDS Church Action

Affirmation: Gay and Leshian Mormons applauds the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints for
endorsing the employment and housing non-discrimination ad now before the Salt Lake City { Utah)

Council.

Discrimination based on a person’s identity, induding race, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity
or disability, has always been wrong. It is commendablethat the LDS Churdh is taking astep toward

living up to its own teachings of valuing of all humanity. It is avital first st ep.

“We pray that the words spoken tonight areto befollowed up with positive acion,” s aid Affirm ation
Assistant Executive Director Micah Biss on. “It is time to eliminate the heavy-handed churdh actions to
defeat marnageequality and protections for transgender people. When LDS officials amest gay people
for public affection on TempleSquare, we need to realize that all Mormens, andthe LDS church it s&lf,

look small mindedto people who are outside the tradition.”

“The DS Church, as is the casewith any faith organization, has the absolute right to choose whatever
standards it wishes for members hip, andto choose what marrage ordinances it wishesto paform or to
recognize,” stated Assistant ExecutiveDiredor George Cole " It does not havethe right to impose its

uniquestandards upon those of other faiths.”

“Too many millions of dollars have been spent; the Church has been the pundh-line of too many jokes”
added Executive Dired or David Melson. “This is an opportunity forthe Church totake a position of
leadership, to dedare an end to the hostilities th at have divided our country and our families, to

welcome all of God's children intothe Church of Jesus Christ.”
We are grateful for this first step, weawait the second.

Affirmation: Gayand Leshian Mormons was founded in 1977, andis the largest support and
advocacy organization for gay Latter-day Saints and their families. More information is available
at wownw affirm ation. org




